a bi‐monthly newsle er of the
Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library

May/Jun 2017
Volume 25 No. 3

Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library
Welcomes New Director
The Corvallis community will have an opportunity to
meet Chavez at a public recep on to be held on Monday,
May 22, 2017 from 4:00 ‐ 6:00 PM in the Library Main
Mee ng Room.
“Leading the Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library is
a dream opportunity for me, and I am incredibly op mis c
about the future,” Chavez said. “During my visit, I was
u erly charmed by the area and the Corvallis community.”
Chavez was selected from a pool of highly experienced
candidates who met with city staﬀ, elected oﬃcials and
community members in March. She will begin work in mid‐
May.
During the recruitment period for the new Library
Director, day‐to‐day opera ons were overseen by the
Library’s two Deputy Directors: Felicia Uhden and Andrew
Cherbas, both long me library veterans who provided
excellent leadership for the library as the recruitment
process unfolded.
We would like to thank both Felicia and Andrew,
as well as all of the wonderful library staﬀ for their hard
work and dedica on to our libraries and to the
Corvallis community.

The City of
Corvallis has hired
Ashlee Chavez as the
new Library Director
for the Corvallis‐
Benton County Public
Library system.
Chavez comes to
Corvallis from San
Ashlee Chavez
Antonio, Texas,
where she served as
Central Library
Reference Manager for the San Antonio Public Library
System. Prior to that, Chavez spent five years in the library
system in Lompoc, CA, eventually rising to the posi on of
Library Director. Her background includes extensive
experience in policy development, technology, and
implementa on and circula on growth. As the department
director, she will oversee opera ons at our four library
branches and will report to City Manager Mark Shepard.
“The public library system in Corvallis and Benton
County has become more important in recent years than
ever before,” said Shepard. “I’m looking forward to
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Library Foundation Corner
by Be y McCauley, Board Member

645 NW Monroe Ave
Corvallis OR 97330
541.766.6926
www.cbcpubliclibrary.net
HOURS
Mon – Thu
Fri – Sat
Sunday

10:00 AM – 8:00 PM
10:00 AM – 6:00 PM
1:00 PM – 5:00 PM

Alsea Community Library
19192 Alsea Hwy • Alsea OR 97324
541.487.5061
HOURS
Mon, Wed, Sat
Tue, Thu

10:00 AM – 4:30 PM
2:00 PM – 8:00 PM

Monroe Community Library
380 N 5th St • Monroe OR 97456
541.847.5174
HOURS
Mon
Tue, Thu
Wed
Sat

1:30 PM – 4:30 PM
10:00 AM – 4:30 PM
3:00 PM – 8:00 PM
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Philomath Community Library
1050 Applegate St • Philomath OR 97370
541.929.3016
HOURS
Mon, Tue
Wed – Sat

10:00 AM – 8:00 PM
10:00 AM – 5:00 PM

A publica on of the Corvallis‐Benton County
Public Library, Friends of the Library and the
Library Founda on. Refer ques ons and input to
the Library Administra on Oﬃce at
541.766.6928.
Printed with soy ink on recycled,
post‐consumer waste paper.

Library Closed

May 29, 2017
CORVALLIS‐BENTON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

It happened to many of us – we took
our children to story hours in the library,
and it became a happy hour to be repeated.
We checked out books, found friends that
we enjoyed and accepted volunteer
posi ons in the library. Jacque Schreck put
it this way a er her years of volunteering
and suppor ng the Corvallis‐Benton County
Public Library: “I KNEW this was home a er
the first visit!!! I have always thought of
public libraries as the bas on of democracy
and the great equalizer for all Americans.
Our library system epitomizes and verifies
this percep on.”
Jacque has been ac vely volunteering
with the Friends of the Library, the Library
Advisory Board and the Corvallis‐Benton
County Public Library Founda on. As we
talked one day, we reminisced about how
being on library boards has been a great
learning experience and gi to us both.
O en serving with others has led to great

friendships. In every
new project we interact
with and enjoy each
other.
I am always amazed
when I sit in mee ngs
and hear how the library uses the
knowledge some board members share, for
instance their exper se in finance or city
and county governance, – o en knowledge I
don’t have. Yet every board member has
something unique to contribute – a
willingness to listen and learn, and concern
for the community’s best interests.
Democracy in Ac on. Freda Vars agreed
that this ar cle might be a way to
encourage others to be on the Founda on
board. We always welcome new ideas with
people willing to listen and learn what is
needed. It is refreshing to have new
members. You may be just the person we
are looking for.

Friends of the Library Corner
by Catherine Walker, Membership Chair

As you probably know, the Friends exists
for the purpose of fund raising and advocacy
for our library. Our support of $87,400 for
2017 depends upon the volunteers who
work sor ng and transpor ng books,
stocking the 50‐cent areas in each of our
libraries, staﬃng our book sales, and more.
Memberships and dona ons, for which we
are very grateful, are another important part
of our income. Benton County ci zens value
and support literacy and our library. Thank
you for volunteering, for joining the Friends
and for giving generously.
The Big Book Sale in February ne ed
over $28,000! For two and a half days,
teams of volunteers set up and stocked
tables with fic on and non‐fic on books,
DVDs, CDs, and even some vinyl records.
Volunteers tallied purchases and others
were cashiers. They kept the books as neat
as possible and restocked the tables as
needed. Thank you volunteers for making
the sale a resounding success.
Book sales require many volunteers and
some heavy li ing, so we’ve branched out to
other, less labor intensive fund raisers. We
are grateful to Block 15 for featuring the

Friends as the
beneficiary of the
People’s Pint for
March. For a full
month, a por on of
the proceeds from
each purchase of a People’s Pint was
donated to the Friends. The par cular beer
selec on varied during the month, so
patrons could support the library while
sampling many of Block 15's brews. Thank
you to Block 15 for your support and for your
dona on of over $600.
Pas ni’s Pastaria supports schools and
libraries with two‐day Pastathons, with fi y
percent of the proceeds going to the
recipient. On April 10‐11, Bentonites turned
out in force at Pas ni’s to support the
library. Pas ni’s staﬀ commented that
they’ve never been busier and based on the
turn out, the dona on will be upward of
$700. Thank you Pas ni’s.
These businesses support local non‐
profits and contribute to the quality of life
we enjoy in Benton County. Next me you
dine out, please consider Block 15 or
Pas ni’s and thank them for their support.

Youth ACTIVITIES
STORYTIMES

All Storytimes are offered weekly at
10:00 AM in the Youth Activity Room
at the Corvallis Library unless otherwise
noted.

 Family Storytime

(children of all ages)

Mondays at 7:00 PM

 Infant Storytime

(Birth – 12 mo)

Tuesdays

 Wobbler Storytime

(12 – 24 mo)

Wednesdays

 Toddler Storytime

(24 – 36 mo)

Thursdays

 Preschool Storytime

(3 – 5 yrs)

Fridays

 Saturday Stories

R.E.A.D Dogs

Read to a dog! 20 minute
sessions. Walk‐ins welcome!

May 4 & 18
Brookes Reading Room

(Ages 4 & above)

(children of all ages)

Come build with fellow Lego fans! Legos
provided, but feel free to bring your own as well.

May 1
June 5 (Lego Party)
Main Meeting Room

3:30 PM
3:30 PM

(Family bilingual storytime)
2nd Saturday of each month

Alsea Community Library

 Toddler Storytime
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 10:30 AM

Philomath Community Library

 Wiggly Wobbler Storytime
Mondays at 10:00 AM

May 10 & June 14
Youth Ac vity Room

3:30 PM

 Rise and Shine Storytime
Wednesdays at 10:00 AM

Monroe Community Library

 Little Listeners Storytime
Tuesdays at 10:30 AM

 Pajama Storytime
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM

 Baby Storytime
Thursdays at 10:10 AM

Teens takeover the Library each month to play
games, make art and watch movies a er‐hours.

May 19 & June 16
Main Mee ng Room

6:30 PM

Games and cra s. Snacks & supplies provided.

May 17
June 21
5:00 PM ‐ Philomath

Book Club

May 17
Youth Activity Room

3:30 PM

Mondays
Play Minecra on the Xbox One & iPads!

May 15
Main Mee ng Room

May 10 & 24
5:00 PM ‐ Monroe

May 2
11:00 AM
Monroe

May 10
10:00 AM
Philomath

Lego Block Party

(Ages 3-12)

May 2 & June 6
Philomath Community Library

Beginning Chapters

3:30 PM

3:30 PM

Makers Club
Featuring Arduino, Raspberry Pi, 3‐D prin ng,
simple machine de‐construc on, Snap Circuits,
and Li le Bits.

May 9 & 23
June 13 & 27
Main Meeting Room

4:00 PM
4:00 PM

Art Explorers

Family Music Fun

Cra a diﬀerent art project each month.

Family par cipa on music & movement program.

Be-Tween

4:30 PM ‐ 5:30 PM
4:30 PM ‐ 5:30 PM

Teen Takeover

May 3
11:45 AM
Alsea

Book discussion and ac vi es for
children K‐2.

May 20 & June 17
Main Mee ng Room

May 11 & 25
June 8
Conference Room A

Games, arts, cra s, music, and “messy” play.

Book Club

(children of all ages)

Helping teen writers create new work!

Squishtivities

Beginning Readers

Brookes Reading Room

Teen Writers

Teen Library Night

Lego Club

For readers in 2nd ‐ 3rd grade.

1st Saturday of month

 ¡los CUENTOS!

3:30 ‐ 4:30 PM
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10:00 AM

Night

Have you ever wanted to play in the library a er
hours? Well, if you are in 4th‐6th grade, now's your
chance! Join us for nerf games in the library!
(Use the Monroe Ave. entrance. Someone will let you in at 6:30.)

May 12
6:30 PM
Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library
4th & 6th graders are
welcome to join this
group and give input to
staﬀ about programs
for tweens!

May 26 & June 23
4:00 PM
Youth Ac vity Room

May 9 ‐ 3:30 PM
Alsea

May 3 ‐ 3:00 PM
Monroe

Other Activities
Please check our website or contact us for more information about the following activities:
Corvallis
May 2 & 16 - Read with Beavs - 4:00 PM
May 5 & June 2 - Teen First Friday - 4:00 PM
May 19 & June 16 - Teen Library Advisors - 4:30 PM
May 20 - CHS Commusical Children's Concert - 12:00 PM
May 27 - Science Saturday - 10:00 AM
June 9 - Be-Tween - 4:00 PM
June 11 - Family Do-Si-Do - 1:00 PM
June 27 - Teen Summer Movies - 1:00 PM
June 29 - Teen Day - 1:00 PM
Philomath
May 5 & June 2 - Leap Into Reading Book Club - 2:00 PM
June 28 - Tween Afternoon Movie - 1:00 PM
Monroe
May 31 - 5th Wednesday Movie Night - 4:00 PM

All events are free and open to the public. For more information, please call 541.766.6794 or visit our web site at www.cbcpubliclibrary.net
MAY/JUNE 2017
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15th Annual
Train Show
June 3 ‐ 1:00 PM ‐ 6:00 PM
June 4 ‐ 1:00 PM ‐ 4:00 PM
Main Mee ng Room
The Oregon Electric O‐Gaugers Train Club
of Albany’s annual train show! Bring the
whole family to enjoy this interac ve exhibit.
Dona ons of canned or boxed goods will be
accepted and donated to the Linn‐Benton
Food Share.

Philomath Book Club
The Honey Thief

May 1

6:30 PM

The Bad‐Ass Librarians of Timbuktu

June 5

6:30 PM

Philomath Community Library

Book Club

Please feel free to bring your lunch!
A Man Called Ove

12:00 Noon

Notorious RBG

June 21

12:00 Noon

Philomath Community Library

Senior Book Group
1:30 PM

Friends of the Library
Board Meeting
Monthly meeting of the Friends of the Library
Board. Public welcome.

May 8
June 5
Woman’s Club Board Room

3:30 PM
3:30 PM

Graphic Novel Club
The Wicked + the Divine, Volume 1: The Faust Act

May 2

6:30 PM

June 6
Woman’s Club Board Room

6:30 PM

Book Club
This Book Club is open to everyone!
God is Not One

May 17

7:00 PM

June 21

7:00 PM

Woman’s Club Board Room

League of Women Voters
May 2

2:00 PM
2:00 PM

Art Night

7:00 PM

Legisla ve Town Hall

May 6 & June 10
Main Mee ng Room

10:00 AM

RANDOM REVIEW
May 10

Ages 16 & up are invited to join us for a night of
art, music and conversa on.

May 16 & June 20
Main Mee ng Room

7:30 PM
7:30 PM

Citizen
Activism 101

May 6, 2017
12:30 PM – 2:30 PM
Main Mee ng Room
RSVP to: askalibrarian@corvallisoregon.gov
Or 541‐766‐6793

Experienced educator Donna Cohen will
demonstrate how to best express concern
about local, state and federal laws in this
nonpar san workshop. Learn about
strategies and tools for change, informa on
and misinforma on, examples of successful
advocacy, choosing your ba les, and
tracking civic/poli cal issues. State
legislature is in session, so now is the me to
make your voice heard! Lunch from Café
Yumm will be provided at this free work‐
shop.
Ci zen Ac vism 101 follows the May
6th, 10:00 ‐ 11:30 AM League of Women
Voters’ Legislature Town Hall where you
may meet with representa ves and learn
about current issues. Join Ci zen Ac vism
101 for lunch to learn the most eﬀec ve
strategies for lobbying legislators on the
issues you are passionate about.

Clean Energy Jobs & Climate Ac on

Social & Sta onery Exchange! Bring your own
sta onery or use our supplies.

Main Mee ng Room
Board Room

May 3
June 7
Woman’s Club Board Room

Public welcome.

Letter Writing
May 28
June 25

Monthly meeting of the Library Advisory Board.
Public welcome.

My Antonia

Open to readers 50 and over. Please contact
Mary Nevin at 541‐766‐6458 for informa on.

Every 2nd Monday
Board Room

Library Board Meeting

Killing & Dying

Philomath Brown Bag
May 17

Adult PROGRAMS

6:30 PM

My Name is Lucy Barton: A Novel
by Elizabeth Strout ‐ Reviewed by Marjorie Sandor

June 14
The Oregon Trail: A New American Journey
by Rinker Buck ‐ Reviewed by Bill Goslow

About Donna Cohen: A teacher and
librarian, Donna Cohen is now focused on
presen ng nonpar san workshops for adults
that fill in gaps in civic and poli cal
understanding and encourage cri cal
evalua on of informa on. She is ac vely
involved in various civic/poli cal projects.
From 1996 to 2013, Cohen conducted
informa on needs assessments, created
virtual and physical libraries, provided web‐
site usability tes ng and evalua on, and
designed website architecture, as D. L.
Cohen Informa on Services.

If you have a disability and need accommodations for a program, call us at 541.766.6928. Please allow 48 hours notice, so we can better serve you.

All events are free and open to the public. For more information, please call 541.766.6794 or visit our web site at www.cbcpubliclibrary.net
CORVALLIS‐BENTON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

Volunteer Spotlight
Forty years ago,
in 1977, Freda Vars
began her journey as
a change maker for
the Corvallis‐Benton
County Public Library.
At the me, she'd already earned her Home
Economics degree from WSU, taught high
school in Chehalis (alongside the very
teachers who taught her), received her
master’s in Housing/Family Resource
Management at OSU, taught housing and
home management at OSU, and was
married and raising three boys.
When Freda began volunteering in the
library as a Shelver and a Lobby
Ambassador, the library was already 78
years old. It had gone through one
expansion in 1965, but by 1987, 170,000
books were squeezed into a 17,000 square
foot space meant for 120,000 books and it
was apparent that another expansion was
needed. Freda's husband, Charlie Vars,
became mayor in 1987. Charlie knew he
needed a strong library supporter and
natural leader to bring the community
together and coordinate the campaign for a
$6.85 million bond measure to fund
another library expansion. He knew Freda
was just the person to do it, because she
loves working with people and is also an
expert at delega ng. The Library Campaign
Team didn't let a single community event
go by without their presence. They
bombarded the community with fliers,
pamphlets, bookmarks, and even a fan that
stated "I am a FAN of the library" that was
handed out during hot days at the County
Fair! The bond measure to fund the library
expansion passed by 70% in 1989. Charlie
cut the ribbon for the dedica on of the new
52,000 square foot library in 1992.
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by Mari Beth Hacke , Volunteer Coordinator

In 1994, Freda coordinated another
campaign that Mayor Vars championed: a
proposal to create the Benton County
Library Services District to ensure the
library had stable long‐term funding to
keep branches open, purchase new books,
keep up with current technology, and run a
countywide Book Mobile. The measure
passed. Under the agreement between the
District and the City, the City of Corvallis
became (and s ll is) the only library service
in the state that provides services to the
en re county. Charlie's last year as mayor
was in 1994 and the Corvallis Area Chamber
of Commerce gave Charlie and Freda the
Helping Hands Award for their
extraordinary community service.
In 2010, Freda’s energy and drive was
integral to another progressive, successful
campaign to "Complete the Block" and
ensure a strong library presence in
downtown Corvallis. The Library
Founda on set a goal of raising $525,000
within five years, with a promise to match
funds, to purchase the last remaining parcel
next to the library. They raised the funds
within three years and Freda proved her
conten on: that the generous folks of
Benton County truly love their library.
Freda's record of service and leader‐
ship is impressive. She began serving on
the Library Founda on Board in 1990.
She was a member of the Library Advisory
Board from 1991 to 2000, and was chair
from 1995 to 2000. Her influence did not
stop there; she had expanded from the
local level to the state level where she
served on the State Library Services and
Technology Advisory Commi ee to approve
development grant requests for all types of
libraries including public, school, college,
and prison libraries. She served on the

State of Oregon Library Board for nine years
from 1999 to 2007 and was president in
2003 to 2004. The State of Oregon Library
described Freda as an "Inspira on to all"
and honored her as the “State of Oregon
Library Supporter of the Year” in May 2007.
Freda con nues to volunteer with the
Library Founda on, but also enjoys
spending me within the library walls as an
art docent. The Founda on funded the
purchase of seven art installa ons during
the expansion in 1992 and Freda con nues
to lead art tours that enthusias cally
incorporate her extensive knowledge of the
library's history. She will tell you that the
Woman’s Club first started our library in the
old City Hall next to the firefighters so they
would have something to read and to
provide coﬀee as an alterna ve beverage
for the firefighters a er a fire!
Forty years later, Freda's three sons are
grown, successful professionals with
families of their own and are change
makers themselves. Freda and Charlie have
seven grandchildren ranging from 2 years
old, whom they love to hold and read books
to, to young adults a ending Yale (like their
father and mother) of whom they are so
proud. They have traveled the world, in
over fi y countries, but they always land
back home in Oregon. Freda does counted
cross‐s tch, belongs to a book club, bridge
club, OSU Folk Club, Assistance League, and
PEO that allocates scholarships for women.
And, to this day, once per week, Freda
keeps her volunteer shi of the important
work of shelving holds. That is a true
testament to her dedica on to bring the
world of books and learning to her beloved
community of Corvallis. She also s ll acts
as lobby ambassador. Join me for a library
art and history tour with Freda soon!

Magnificent Magazine
May 12, 2017

1:00 PM ‐ 6:00 PM

May 13, 2017

10:00 AM ‐ 6:00 PM

May 14, 2017 1:00 PM ‐ 5:00 PM
Main Mee ng Room
While supplies last. Monetary dona ons are
welcome and can be placed in the money
box next to the Friends' Fi y Cent Room.

At the beginning of each year, we remove and
delete our old back issues of magazines to make
room for the “new" back issues. As a result, we
have SO MANY magazines that we are giving them
away!
We will have all our old magazines available –
for free! Come grab a stack of Sunsets, or Elle, or
Family Handyman, or any number of our old
magazines during this event.
MAY/JUNE 2017
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
645 NW MONROE AVE
CORVALLIS OR 97330

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Non‐Profit
Organiza on
U.S. Postage
PAID
Corvallis, OR
Permit No. 62

All Ages Invited to Join “Summer At Your Library”
The theme for
Summer At Your Library
this year is
Building a Be er World!

 Summer ac vi es for kids 12 and under this year include

musical shows, an OMSI presenta on, cra projects, and
a book club.
 Teens ages 12 to 18 can stop by for movie days, bubble

soccer, nerf games, animanga, art, and a book club.
All ages are welcome to
join the 2nd annual Bookin’ It
Fun Run, a end solar eclipse
related events, and enter end‐of‐summer prize drawings.
Star ng June 12, kids and teens 18 and younger can stop
by the library to sign up and receive a free book and bookbag
while supplies last, and adults can pick up their ac vity logs.

 Adults ages 18 and over can track various ac vi es over

the summer (not just reading!) and enter drawings for
small weekly prizes, as well as larger grand prizes.
Check out all our summer events for kids, teens and adults
at: www.cbcpubliclibrary.net/summeratyourlibrary.

